
 
                Watch this Space for May 2014 

Constellation of the Month 
Leo — The Lion 
12th in size of the 88 constellations, Leo is a large equatorial 

constellation. Identified as a lion by many early civilisations. In 

Greek mythology Leo is reputed to be the lion of Nemea, slain 

by Heracles (Hercules) as the first of his 12 labours.  
                             

Notable stars: 

 Leo - (Regulus)  Leo’s brightest star mag 1.35, the 12th 
brightest star in the sky. A four star system. 

 Leo - (Algieba)  Fine double star, mags 2.3 & 3.5, orange 
with greenish-yellow companion, separation 4".  

 

 Planet Watch  
 

The Planets on view this month are: 
 

 Mercury: Visible around 10pm in the North West  
  very low down at mag -1.1   

 Venus: At mag - 3.9 Rises an hour before sunrise and is    
  very low in the dawn twilight.     

 Mars: In Virgo at mag -1.2 and sets around 5am 

 Jupiter: At mag -1.8 In Gemini and sets at 1am 

 Saturn: Visible all night in Libra at mag 0.2,  

  at opposition on 10th May 

 Uranus & Neptune are not visible this month 

Moon Phases 

New Moon 
 28 / 05 / 14 

First Quarter 
 07 / 05 / 14 

Full Moon 
 14 / 05 / 14 

Last Quarter 
 21 / 05 / 14 

The Sun 
Rises:  05:09, 15th May, Sets:  20:46 

Lunar Feature of the Month 
Davy Crater Chain  

The Davy Crater Chain, also known as Catena Davy, is a per-
fect example of the formation of a series of small craters form-
ing a linear feature. Stretching to 52km in length and located 
between the craters Davy Y and Ptolemaeus the chain is best 
observed 1 day after first quarter or last quarter.  
 
How exactly the crater chain formed is still debated. There is a 
train of thought amongst some scientists who believe the chain 
was formed following eruptions along a fault line but the main 
theory that is generally accepted as being responsible for the 
creation of the chain is that of an impact. For those of you who 
observed Shoemaker Levy 9 hitting Jupiter on the 16

th
 July 

1994 you will remember the chain of dark impact sites the 
comet left on Jupiter. The Davy Crater Chain is very reminis-
cent of this event.  

The Davy Crater Chain.  
Images Processed by Maurice Collins from LRO/NASA data.© 

Image Credit: Torsten Bronger  

Some Interesting Objects: 

M65, M66, NGC3628 The Leo Triplet, distance 35 Mly 

M95, M96, M105 Part of the Leo I group of galaxies  

NGC 3626    C40. Spiral galaxy 

Leo Dwarf Dwarf galaxy, one of the most distant in the 
  Local Group, only discovered in 1950 due 
  to its closeness to Regulus (12 arcmin). 

The Leo Triplet, Steve Broadbent, iTelescope T20, 
image width 50 arcmin 

 NGC3626 



 

ISS and Iridium Flares this month  

  

 ISS visibility 

ISS night-time visibility,  
magnitude greater than –2.0,  
height greater than 30° 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   
 
 

 
 
      
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Data from CalSky: http://www.calsky.com  

The Sun in April 
 

MYSTERIOUS SUN PILLAR ECHOES: 
 

         Many of you will have observed sun pil-
lars.  These are the columns of light (sometimes 
coloured) that rise from the horizon as the Sun 
is rising or setting. They are caused by plate-
shaped ice crystals in clouds that bend the rays 
of the low Sun. Sun pillars are frequently seen 
at all seasons and latitudes.  However, the pil-
lars often have an elusive companion - sun pillar 
"echoes". 

These peculiar 'echoes' are seen on either 
side of an otherwise ordinary sun pillar 
(indicated by the arrows) and, as yet, cannot be 
explained.   Simulations have been tried using 
the flattened pyramid crystals thought to be re-
sponsible for elliptical halos but these were unsatisfactory. Many more observations are needed. Multiple pic-
tures are needed as echoes can be easily overlooked or mistaken for cloud patches. Observations under dif-
ferent conditions may help to solve the mystery. 

Any observations are welcomed by Les Cowley on: http://www.atoptics.co.uk/opod_abt.htm 

Satellite Events 
Transits of Sun and Moon longer than 1 sec and night-time close passes 

Satellite flares 
Magnitude greater than -4.0,  
height greater than 30° 

Image credit: Jon Inghram.  

Date 
Zenith Start End 

Time Mag Dirn Ht Dirn Ht Dirn Ht 

  No evening passses 

Date Time Event 

Sun 11 May 20:20 SAR Lupe 2 transit of Moon 

  23:33 USA 179 transit of Moon 

Tue 13 May 08:09 ISS transit of Sun 

Sun 18 May 03:54 Intelsat 502 transit of Moon 

Mon 26 May 09:00 Amos 5 Tk transit of Sun 

Date Time Satellite Mag Dirn Ht 

Sat 3 May 22:18 Iridium 47 -7.0 NE 44° 

Sat 17 May 22:55 Iridium 57 -5.1 NE 31° 

Sun 18 May 21:15 Iridium 3 -4.5 ENE 65° 

  21:28 Iridium 45 -4.5 ENE 64° 

Tue 20 May 22:47 Iridium 91 -6.1 NE 36° 

Wed 21 May 22:41 Iridium 59 -4.3 NE 37° 


